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SCHOOLING IN INDIA IN TIMES OF POOR AIR QUALITY
The Hindu: 28 November 2024

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/schooling-in-india-in-times-of-poor-air-
quality/article68918906.ece

Delhi’s Air Quality Challenges
• Health Risks Beyond AQI 400:

o Air quality begins to adversely impact health at an AQI of 50 (classified as "good" 
under Indian norms).

o Levels between 51 and 399 are also harmful, yet GRAP primarily focuses on AQI > 
400 ("severe" or "severe plus").

• Consistent Poor Air Quality:
o 2024: No recorded "good" air quality days so far.
o 2023: Only one day was classified as "good."
o This persistent exposure to harmful air highlights the need for sustainable, 

structural solutions rather than temporary measures like school closures.
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Impact of School Closures
1. Learning and Development:
o Academic Setbacks:
▪ Online education cannot fully replicate in-person teaching, especially for 

fostering interaction and critical thinking.
▪ Younger children face greater challenges with screen-based learning, risking 

long-term developmental delays.
o Social and Emotional Well-being:
▪ Schools are vital for social interaction, emotional support, and skill-building.
▪ Prolonged isolation disrupts these processes, as seen during the COVID-19 

pandemic.
2. Nutritional Concerns:
o Mid-Day Meals:
▪ Many underprivileged children rely on schools for their most nutritious daily 

meal.
▪ Closures exacerbate malnutrition and deepen inequality.

3. Equity Issues:
o Digital Divide:
▪ Families lacking access to stable internet and digital devices face educational 

setbacks.
▪ Urban-rural disparities in digital infrastructure further marginalize large sections 

of the population.
Alternative Science-Based Strategies

1. Keep Schools Functional:
o Suspend outdoor activities like sports and assemblies during poor AQI days.
o Install air purifiers in classrooms and ensure proper ventilation while minimizing 

exposure to external pollutants.
2. Decouple Schools from GRAP Policies:
o Schools should not bear the disproportionate burden of GRAP measures.
o Adopt a more balanced, science-based approach to policy implementation.

3. Tailored Mask Usage:
o Avoid blanket mandates for mask usage; recommend them for:
▪ Students with respiratory conditions.
▪ Scenarios where air purification is unavailable.

o Use N95 masks selectively, especially for those over 12, under medical 
supervision.

4. Hybrid Learning Options:
o Allow flexibility for parents to opt out of in-person classes while keeping schools 

open for the majority.
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5. Enhanced Monitoring:
o Regularly track indoor air quality in schools to ensure compliance with safety 

standards.
Long-Term Measures

1. Improved Healthcare Protocols:
o Encourage annual health check-ups for children.
o Promote vaccinations for pollution-exacerbated diseases, such as:
▪ Influenza
▪ Pneumococcal infections
▪ Haemophilus influenzae Type b (Hib).

2. Infrastructure Investments:
o Provide subsidies for air purifiers and green barriers in schools.

3. Community Awareness:
o Educate families on air quality, preventive measures, and health practices.

International Best Practices
• Beĳing, China:
o Schools receive real-time alerts to adjust activities based on air quality. Outdoor 

activities are suspended during severe pollution, but indoor learning continues.
• South Korea:
o Mandates high-efficiency air purifiers in classrooms, with subsidies for installation 

and maintenance in polluted areas.
• Germany:
o Encourages planting vegetation barriers and locates schools away from major 

pollution sources like highways and industrial zones.
• California, USA:
o Allows parents to opt out of sending children to school on poor air quality days, 

while schools remain operational.
• Japan:
o Conducts regular health check-ups in schools to monitor respiratory health and 

provide early interventions.
Conclusion
Nelson Mandela once remarked, “There can be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than 
the way in which it treats its children.” In addressing the dual challenges of environmental 
degradation and child welfare, it is crucial to prioritize sustainable solutions that safeguard 
both health and education.
Practice Question:
Q. Urban areas face persistent health risks due to poor air quality, with measures like 
school closures offering only temporary relief. Critically examine these limitations and 
propose long-term, science-backed solutions to mitigate air pollution’s impact on 
children’s health and education. (250 words)
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HEALTHCARE CHALLENGES IN INDIA
Assam Tribune: 30 November 2024

India’s healthcare system faces significant challenges, demanding systemic reforms and a 
stronger focus on preventive care.

1. Underdeveloped Healthcare Infrastructure: Government healthcare centers 
struggle, and private healthcare remains costly for many, widening inequality in 
access to care.

2. Aging Population & NCDs: The growing elderly population and the rise of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) like diabetes and cardiovascular issues put pressure 
on the system. Lack of geriatric care and low government spending complicate the 
situation.

3. Government Initiatives: Programs like PMJAY provide health coverage to the poor 
but require better implementation and improved infrastructure to be truly effective.

4. Rural Healthcare Deficits: Despite efforts like new medical colleges, rural healthcare 
remains underdeveloped, with a shortage of qualified professionals.

5. Economic Impact of NCDs: NCDs reduce productivity and are projected to cost 
India $4.58 trillion by 2030, highlighting the need for better prevention and health 
awareness.
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Path Forward:

• Focus on Preventive Care: Promote health literacy and behavior change to reduce 
NCDs.

• Strengthen Public and Private Healthcare: Ensure both sectors focus on equity and 
accessibility.

• Reform Healthcare Policies: Prioritize health outcomes over life expectancy alone 
to achieve universal healthcare coverage.

India’s healthcare system needs comprehensive reforms to ensure quality care for all 
citizens, particularly in underserved areas.

Practice Question:
Q. Discuss the major challenges faced by India’s healthcare system and suggest reforms 
to address them, with an emphasis on preventive care and rural healthcare. (150 words)
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INDIANS NEED TO SHARE CONTRACEPTIVE RESPONSIBILITY
The Hindu: 30 November 2024

General Studies Paper II: Governance, Constitution, Polity, Social Justice + 
Sociology Optional

1. Historical Context of Family Planning in India:

• National Family Planning Programme (1952): Initially focused on maternal and 
child health, evolving towards population stabilization.

• Vasectomy: In the 1960s, it was a major form of contraception, but the emphasis 
shifted away from male sterilization over time.

2. Declining Male Sterilization Rates:

• Vasectomy rates have significantly declined, with the ratio of female sterilizations 
(37.9%) to male sterilizations (0.3%) being disproportionate.

• This trend contradicts the National Health Policy 2017 target of increasing male 
sterilizations to 30%.

3. Gender Disparity and Impact on Gender Equality:

• The gender disparity in sterilization highlights the burden on women, undermining 
gender equality and obstructing progress toward Sustainable Development Goal 5
(empower women).
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• Social attitudes, misconceptions around masculinity, and male ego contribute to 
the imbalance.

4. Ground Reality and Societal Perceptions:

• In rural areas, women perceive sterilization as their responsibility, while men feel it is 
not their duty.

• Lack of awareness about government incentives for vasectomy, cultural myths, 
and family opposition limit male participation.

5. Inadequate Infrastructure and Awareness:

• The shortage of trained healthcare providers in rural areas and the lack of 
knowledge among community health workers exacerbate the issue.

• Stigma around vasectomy still exists, and it is not widely accepted as a mainstream 
choice for men.

6. Policy Recommendations for Change:

• Early Education and Awareness: Sensitize young people in schools about gender 
equality and shared responsibility in family planning.

• Social and Behavioral Change: Use social campaigns to address myths about 
vasectomy and its safety compared to female sterilization.

• Incentivizing Male Participation: Offer cash incentives for vasectomy, as seen in 
states like Madhya Pradesh.

7. International Best Practices:

• South Korea and Bhutan have increased vasectomy uptake through societal norm 
changes, quality services, and government-run camps.

• Brazil’s media campaigns have proven effective in raising awareness and increasing 
male participation in sterilization.

8. Systemic Strengthening:

• Investment in strengthening healthcare systems, ensuring availability of trained 
professionals for vasectomy, especially in rural areas.

• Policies must include concrete actions and clear steps to meet the targets for male 
sterilization.

9. Conclusion:

• A demand- and service-focused approach is crucial to make vasectomy a 
mainstream choice for men.

• Achieving gender equality in family planning requires changing societal attitudes, 
improving healthcare infrastructure, and offering incentives to encourage male 
participation in family planning.

Practice Question:
Q. Analyze the reasons behind the declining rate of male sterilization in India and suggest 
policy measures to promote shared contraceptive responsibility between men and 
women. (150 words)
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INDIA'S CITIES AND NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASE (NCD) BURDEN
The Hindu: 02 December 2024

Source: https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/indias-cities-their-non-communicable-
disease-burden/article68935631.ece

1. Rising Health Concerns in Urban Areas:

• Gig economy workers and sanitation staff lack health coverage, nutrition, and 
hygiene despite their crucial contributions to city operations.

2. Implementation of NCD Policies:

• National NCD policies are poorly implemented.

• Urban health systems are fragmented and overburdened due to rapid 
urbanization and inadequate infrastructure.

3. Urbanization and Migration:

• Nearly 50% of the urban population lives in slums, facing complex socio-
economic issues.

• 41 million inter-state migrants face health risks due to limited access to 
healthcare.

4. Triple Health Burden in Poor Urban Communities:

• Hazardous work environments, limited healthcare access, and financial 
vulnerability during health crises.
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• Rising rates of hypertension, diabetes, and obesity, while tobacco and alcohol
use has decreased.

5. Silent Nature of NCDs and Preventive Measures:

• NCDs like hypertension and diabetes often go undiagnosed without regular 
screening.

• Lack of preventive care leads to high out-of-pocket expenditures, deepening 
financial instability.

6. Challenges in Primary Healthcare:

• Public health systems fail to meet the needs of marginalized urban communities.

• Poor access to healthcare undermines universal health coverage and worsens 
health inequalities.

7. Social Determinants of Health (SDoH):

Employment, migration status, and access to housing and healthcare significantly 
impact health outcomes in urban poor communities.

8. Technological Solutions for Health Monitoring:

• Digital health monitoring and real-time tracking of health parameters like blood 
pressure and glucose can improve health outcomes and raise awareness of risks.

9. Community-Based Solutions and State-Level Action:

• State action plans are needed for accessible healthcare, focusing on 
marginalized urban populations.

• Collaboration among local bodies, health departments, and community 
organizations is essential for sustainable health solutions.

• Community-led NCD surveillance systems can help identify risks early and 
improve healthcare access.

10. Wayforward for Urban Health:

• Address healthcare access gaps and broader social determinants of health to 
build healthier cities.

• Technology, community involvement, and coordinated policies are essential for 
effective, inclusive urban health systems.

• Ensuring access to primary healthcare and scaling up NCD surveillance can help 
mitigate the rising NCD burden.

Practice Question:

1. How does rapid urbanization and migration contribute to the rising health concerns 
in India’s cities? Evaluate the socio-economic factors that influence health 
outcomes among migrant populations. (150 words) 

2. Examine the ‘triple health burden’ faced by poor urban communities. How do 
hazardous work environments, limited healthcare access, and financial vulnerability 
compound health issues in these populations? (250 words)
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SIU-KA-PHA’S LEGACY AND MOIDAM HERITAGE
The Assam tribune: 02 December 2024

02 December: Asom Divas, to honor the legacy of Swargadeo Chaolung Sukapha (Siu-
ka-pha), the founder of the Ahom kingdom in Assam.

1. Historical Significance of Siu-ka-pha's Arrival (1228 CE):

o Foundation of Mong Dun Sun Kham (Assam) with 9,000 followers.

o Brought new cultural, social, and agricultural practices.

o Initiated written history with scholars documenting events.

2. Cultural Assimilation and Social Integration:

o Promoted cultural assimilation without imposing his own culture.

o Integrated communities like Borahi, Moran, Chutia, Kachari, and Naga under 
Ahom rule.

o Emphasized unity and equality, with no discrimination.

3. Political Unification of Brahmaputra Valley:

o Unified politically fragmented Brahmaputra valley post-Pragjyotish Kamrupa 
kingdom.
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o Created Greater Assam through integration of small states and communities.

o Established political stability under Ahom governance.

4. Legacy of Moidam and Charaideo:

o Established Charaideo as a royal necropolis and sacred site.

o Moidam burial system recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2024.

o Charaideo became a cultural and religious epicenter.

5. Economic Transformation and Agricultural Revolution:

o Introduced wet-rice cultivation, boosting agricultural production.

o Developed large paddy fields around Charaideo.

o Established State-managed farms, including Angera Khat, Gosikola Khat, and 
Borakhowa Khat.

6. Legacy of Ancestor Worship and Cultural Practices:

o Introduced ancestor worship, leading to Me-Dam-Me-Phi festival.

o Fostered respect for noble deeds of ancestors.

7. Continuing Relevance and Cultural Integration:

o Assam Divas celebrated annually to commemorate his arrival.

o His philosophy of unity and mutual respect continues to inspire Assamese society.
Practice Question:

1. Siu-ka-pha's approach to cultural assimilation was based on respect and 
integration rather than imposition. How does this principle contrast with other 
historical instances of imperial expansion? Analyze its long-term impact on 
Assamese society. (250 words)

2. The integration of diverse communities and cultures by Siu-ka-pha laid the 
foundation for a unified Assamese society. Discuss how this concept of 'unity in 
diversity' can be applied to contemporary socio-political challenges in India. (250 
words)
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OIL AND GAS: CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
NORTHEAST INDIA

The Assam tribune: 02 December 2024

Oil and Gas: Challenges and Opportunities for Northeast India
1. Economic Significance:
o Northeast India contributes 13% of crude oil and 16% of natural gas to India’s 

energy security.
o Key to India’s goal of becoming a $5 trillion economy by boosting energy 

production.
2. Government Initiatives:
o Rs 61,000 crore investment planned to boost production and infrastructure.
o Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 aims to double production by 2030, addressing 

challenges like rugged terrain and limited infrastructure.
3. Exploration Challenges:
o High cost, high risk, and difficult terrain slow progress.
o Exploration timelines and clearances are streamlined under the Hydrocarbon 

Vision 2030 policy.
4. Policy Reforms and Investment:
o NELP (1999) and HELP (2016) reforms attract private and foreign investments

by simplifying licensing and switching to a revenue-sharing model.
o Private investment remains slow due to challenges like land acquisition and 

local opposition.
5. Environmental and Social Concerns:
o Ecological impact due to exploration activities and the need for sustainable 
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o Community involvement and cultural sensitivity are vital to avoid conflicts and 
ensure equitable benefits.

6. Path Forward:
o Infrastructure development, technological advancements, and public-private 

partnerships (PPPs) are key to unlocking the region’s full hydrocarbon potential.
o Collaboration across stakeholders will drive the region’s transformation into a 

hydrocarbon hub.
7. Conclusion:
o Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 provides a framework for Northeast India to become a 

key player in India’s energy future and economic growth.
Hydrocarbon Vision 2030 for Northeast India: Key Features

• Objective:
o Leverage hydrocarbon resources to enhance petroleum product availability, 

clean fuel access, and economic development in the Northeast.
o Cover all aspects of the hydrocarbon value chain: upstream, midstream, and 

downstream.
• Five Pillars (5Ps):
o People: Ensure access to clean fuel, promote skill development, and foster 

community involvement.
o Policy: Address terrain/weather challenges, ensure fund planning for sustainable 

projects.
o Partnership: Involve state governments, promote regional trade with 

Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and Bhutan.
o Projects: Develop pipelines, refineries, CNG highways, and gas distribution 

networks.
o Production: Technology deployment, production enhancement, and fast-track 

clearance.
• Goals:
o Double oil and gas production by 2030.
o Create job opportunities in the hydrocarbon sector.
o Enhance regional cooperation with neighboring countries for energy security.

• International Linkages:
o Explore hydrocarbon trade with Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, and Bhutan.

Conclusion: 
The Vision aims to establish the Northeast as a key contributor to India’s energy security
and economic growth through infrastructure development, regional collaboration, and 
sustainable practices.
Practice Question:
Northeast India plays a crucial role in India’s energy security. With the Hydrocarbon Vision 
2030 as a guiding framework, analyze the potential of the region’s oil and gas sector to 
contribute to India’s economic growth. What are the key hurdles that need to be 
addressed? (250 words)
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FRONTLINE NUTRITION WORKERS FOSTER DISABILITY INCLUSION
The Hindu: 03 December 2024

Source: Frontline nutrition workers foster disability inclusion - The Hindu

Context:

The editorial highlights the significance of International Day of Persons with Disabilities
(December 3) and the growing recognition of the interlinkages between nutrition and 
disability. It sheds light on India's proactive steps to integrate disability inclusion into its 
nutrition and development frameworks, particularly through the role of Anganwadi workers.

1. Link Between Nutrition and Disability

• Malnutrition directly contributes to higher disability rates by:

o Weakening the immune system.

o Hindering physical and cognitive development.

o Exacerbating chronic conditions.

• Examples:

o Maternal malnutrition: Increases risks of prenatal disabilities.

o Vitamin A deficiency: Leads to blindness.

o Conditions like cerebral palsy and Down syndrome: Heighten vulnerability to 
nutritional deficiencies.
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2. Government Initiatives for Disability Inclusion

• Anganwadi Protocol for Divyang Children (2023):

o Issued by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.

o Focuses on:

▪ Early identification of disabilities.

▪ Monitoring developmental milestones via POSHAN Tracker.

▪ Facilitating referrals in collaboration with ASHA workers.

• Mission Vatsalya and Integrated Child Development Scheme (ICDS):

o Haryana’s Department of Women and Child Development introduced the Divyang 
Protocol.

o Educates communities on disabilities via initiatives like the ‘Nanhe Farishtey’ 
podcast.

3. Role of Frontline Nutrition Workers

• Anganwadi workers:

o Provide nutrition services and advocate for inclusion.

o Identify children with disabilities early and connect them to healthcare and 
education services.

o Help beneficiaries access schemes such as the National Disability Pension.

• Collaborative Programs:

o World Food Programme (WFP) partnered with Haryana’s Women and Child 
Development Department to enhance the capacity of 25,000 Anganwadi workers.

o Focus: Transform social norms around disability and ensure inclusion in health and 
nutrition services.

4. Challenges in Disability Inclusion

• Limited early intervention services and trained therapists.

• Lack of accessible infrastructure (schools, transport, assistive devices).

• Social stigma around disabilities.

5. Way Forward

• Strengthen the implementation of the Anganwadi Protocol for Divyang Children.

• Build a pool of trained therapists specializing in disabilities.

• Develop inclusive infrastructure and community-based rehabilitation systems.

• Enhance awareness campaigns to reduce stigma.

Practice Question:

Q: Frontline workers like Anganwadi workers are crucial for fostering inclusion and 
addressing the nutritional needs of persons with disabilities. Discuss the challenges they 
face and suggest measures to enhance their effectiveness in disability-inclusive 
development.(250 words)
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ENHANCING ACCESSIBILITY FOR PWDS
The Assam tribune: 03 December 2024

1. Accessibility as a Right:

• Accessibility is fundamental and forms the foundation for other rights such as 
education, employment, healthcare, and public participation.

• Enshrined in the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act (RPwD)-2016, it aligns with 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

• However, implementation remains inconsistent across various sectors.

2. Challenges to Accessibility:

• Government schools and hospitals lack basic accessibility features such as 
ramps, accessible restrooms, and trained staff.

• Public transport systems and government buildings often remain inaccessible.

• Government websites fail to meet web accessibility standards, making it hard for 
hearing and visually impaired individuals to access vital information.

• Rule 15 of the RPwD Rules treats accessibility as a flexible guideline rather than a 
mandatory requirement, undermining the effectiveness of the law.

3. Supreme Court Ruling (November 2024):
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• The Supreme Court directed the Union Government to establish mandatory 
accessibility rules for both existing infrastructure (through retrofitting) and new 
constructions.

• The Court emphasized that accessibility is not just a progressive goal but a non-
negotiable legal right that requires enforceable regulations, not optional 
guidelines.

4. Key Recommendations:

• Enforce mandatory accessibility standards that are clear and non-negotiable, 
making them legally binding.

• Implement retrofitting measures in existing structures while ensuring new 
infrastructure complies with strict accessibility standards.

• Tailored accessibility measures must address the diverse needs of individuals with 
various types of disabilities, including intellectual, psychosocial, and physical 
disabilities.

• The NALSAR report highlighted critical gaps in the accessibility landscape, such as 
inadequate infrastructure in education and healthcare, which must be addressed 
through stricter enforcement of rules.

5. Conclusion:

• The implementation of accessibility standards is the key to ensuring true 
inclusion for persons with disabilities.

• Policymaking and laws alone are insufficient—action and enforcement are 
necessary to remove barriers and provide meaningful access for persons with 
disabilities.

Practice Question:

How can India ensure the effective implementation of accessibility standards to foster true 
inclusion for persons with disabilities? (150 words)
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RIGHT TO DIE WITH DIGNITY
The Assam tribune: 04 December 2024

1. Definition of Euthanasia:

o Active euthanasia: Deliberate action by a physician to end a patient's life.

o Passive euthanasia: Withholding treatment to allow a patient to die, often requiring 
informed consent.

2. Legal Milestones in India:

o Aruna Shanbaug Case (2011): Passive euthanasia permitted under specific 
conditions.

o Common Cause Case (2018): Declared the right to die with dignity as part of the 
fundamental right to life (Article 21).

o Draft Guidelines (2024): Aim to legislate court rulings and address issues like 
minimizing suffering, optimizing resource use, and ensuring patient autonomy.

3. Philosophical Doctrines:
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o Quality-of-Life (QOL) Doctrine: Advocates euthanasia when life quality falls below 
a certain threshold, emphasizing autonomy.

o Sanctity-of-Life (SOL) Doctrine: Opposes euthanasia, viewing life as sacred and 
God-given.

4. Cultural and Religious Perspectives:

o Hinduism: Suicide and euthanasia often prohibited.

o Islam: Human life belongs to God, and euthanasia is considered a disobedience.

o Catholic Church: Views euthanasia as a violation of God’s sovereignty and the 
sanctity of life.

5. Concerns and Ethical Issues:

o Potential misuse: Fear of coercion or financial exploitation, especially among 
economically disadvantaged groups.

o Family disputes: Relatives may misuse euthanasia laws to grab property.

o Doctor liability: Legal safeguards needed to protect physicians.

o Informed consent: Essential but often missing due to communication gaps.

o Rural healthcare: Lack of adequate palliative care and medical infrastructure in 
rural areas hampers dignified end-of-life care.

6. Current Legal Framework:

o Active euthanasia: Illegal under Sections 244 (attempted suicide) and Section 108
(abetment of suicide) of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita-2023.

o Passive euthanasia: Permitted but requires robust regulation to prevent misuse.

7. Policy Recommendations:

o Develop comprehensive palliative care systems to reduce the demand for 
euthanasia.

o Promote awareness campaigns about end-of-life options, focusing on rural areas.

o Enact legal safeguards to ensure transparency and prevent abuse.

o Frame India-specific laws that balance ethical, cultural, and legal considerations, 
avoiding direct replication of Western models.

Practice Questions:

GS-4

Q. Balancing the right to die with dignity and societal moral values requires nuanced 
governance. Critically analyze. (250 words)
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RTPS ACT: A REVOLUTIONARY STEP
The Assam tribune: 05 December 2024

1. Right to Public Services Act (RTPS):

o Enacted in Assam in 2012, amended in 2019.

o Focuses on delivering time-bound, transparent, and accountable citizen services.

o Establishes mechanisms for appeals and punitive actions against non-compliant 
public servants.

2. New Initiatives:

o RTPS Portal: Provides access to 441 public services, ensuring ease of 
governance.

o Assam State Commission for Right to Public Services:

▪ Led by Dr. Sujoy Lal Thaosen, IPS (Retd).

▪ Three-tier structure for grievance redressal with powers to impose fines on errant 
officials.

o World Bank's GovTech Inspiration: The Sewa Setu project, based on a 2017 
World Bank report, aims to integrate a human rights-based approach to service 
delivery.

3. Constitutional Perspective:
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o The Preamble emphasizes "We, the people of India," establishing the primacy of 
citizens over hierarchical governance structures.

o RTPS Act reaffirms constitutionalism, making citizens the focal point of 
governance.

4. Challenges in Governance:

o Elite Capture of Power: Public servants often misuse their authority, creating a 
new ruling class.

o Resistance to Change: Attempts to sabotage transparent systems by officials 
reluctant to lose their power.

o Public Perception: Negative attitudes toward public servants may hinder 
collaboration in governance.

5. Role of Public Servants:

o Devotion to Duty: Many work tirelessly to deliver services, but "bad apples" 
tarnish the system.

o Accountability Mechanisms: RTPS ensures officials are held accountable for 
failing in service delivery.

6. Collaborative Governance:

o Citizen Awareness: Citizens must be informed about both their rights and duties.

o Synergy between Public and Officials: Building trust and cooperation can help 
foster a more equitable governance system.

Practice Questions:

Q. Evaluate the significance of the Right to Public Services Act in promoting citizen-
centric governance in India. (250 words)

Essay: 

Q. Public service is not about power, but about empowering citizens.


